


Why Grand Rapids?  

For quite some time, Grand Rapids has been creating a irresistible aura and energy, providing a perfect place for growth and stability. 

Far from the generic, Grand Rapids offers the tools and resources to be successful. With its diversified economy, hard working citizens 

and extensive natural resources, it has proven that even through the toughest of times, it can far exceed what is expected. Grand 

Rapids is the world headquarters companies such as Amway, BISSELL, Steelcase, Herman Miller, and Wolverine World Wide, which 

have contributed to this Midwest economy’s unprecedented growth and investment. It is no surprise the Wall Street Journal recently 

recognized Grand Rapids as the 2nd best place to live in the United States.  

With this being said, let’s take a look at the facts below to see what others have to say. 

               Grand Rapids  
Overview 

Data Source: Mlive Media Group 

 Grand Rapids-Wyoming MSA  

1,047,200 Population 

567,415 Civilian Labor Force 

60,491 College Enrollment 
• #1 place that Millennials are flocking to in the U.S. to get a job, buy a home, and start a life 

• Hottest Real Estate Market to Watch in 2018, Trulia 

• #1 Fastest Growing Economy City in the U.S, Forbes  

• Named an emerging 2030 District by 2030 Architecture  

• 4th largest high-tech workforce in the nation 

• 6th largest region in automotive 

• 8th largest region in biopharmaceuticals 

• 9th largest region in metal manufacturing 

• 12th largest region in plastics 

• #3 - Big Cities with the Healthiest Housing Markets - Grand Rapids 

• Best Large Cities to Start a Business - #2, Grand Rapids 

• Nation’s Best Economy -#3, Grand Rapids 

• Top 7 Cities where incomes have rebounded most since the Great Recession  

Data Source: Experience GR,   



Why Grand Rapids?  

195,097 
City of Grand Rapids Total Population  

Who’s in Grand Rapids? 

Employers Employees 
Spectrum Health            21,300  

Axios, Inc.              8,000  

Meijer, Inc.              7,725  

Mercy General Health               6,446  

Amway Corp. (Hotels Included)              5,233  

Spartan Stores, Inc.              4,176  

Johnson Controls              4,050  

Grand Rapids Public Schools              4,000  

Grand Valley State University              3,991  

Perrigo Company              3,800  

Herman Miller Inc.              3,300  

Steelcase, Inc.              3,200  

Total            75,221 

Colleges and Universities           Enrollment 

Grand Rapids, MI   

Grand Valley State University                25,049  

Grand Rapids Community College                14,285 

Davenport University-Western Region                8,423  

Calvin College 3,840 

Aquinas College                   1,900 

Cornerstone College                  1,856  

Western Michigan University                  1,500 

Ferris State University—Grand Rapids                  1,425   

Kendall College of Art and Design                  1,071  

Grace Bible College 828 

Northwood University—Grand Rapids 545 

Michigan State College of Medicine                     425  

Kuyper College           344  

Total                60,491 

Data Source: CoStar.com, US Census 



Grand Rapids Attractions 

Grand Rapids Public Museum 
Focused on a fun learning environment, including a well 

rounded list of science, natural science, industry and natural 

history exhibits.  Newly renovated Planetarium and hosts 

many social events. 

Founders Brewing Company 
Rapidly growing as one of the most popular and largest craft 

breweries in the nation, Founders Brewing Co. offers 

delicious craft beers in a relaxing musical environment. 

Fifth Third Ball Park 
Home of the West Michigan Whitecaps who are the 

Class A farm team for the Detroit Tigers.  Capacity is 

10,071. 

John Ball Zoo 
4th most visited cultural facility in Michigan with an $30 

million economical impact. New tiger facility and the newly 

built    treehouse banquet hall accessible by monorail. 

Grand Valley State University 
With over 25,000 enrolled, GVSU made the Forbes list for best 

valued public regional university 

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum 
Highlights and honors the life and public service of the 38th 

President of the United States. 

DeVos Place Convention Center & Performance 

Hall 

Grand Rapids Art Museum (GRAM) 
Gold Level LEED Certified Building that houses modern art 

exhibits from around the world and key location of Art Prize. 

162,000SF column free exhibit hall and adjoining 2,404 seat 

state of the art performing theater. 

Van Andel Arena 
One of the nation’s highest revenue arenas in it’s size category and host to Grand Rapids 

Griffins (Red Wings Affiliate team) Capacity: 12,500. 

“Medical Mile” 

More than two dozen hospitals and medical related entities grouped  along Michigan Street 

in downtown GR. 
“Medical Mile” 



Highlighted Projects 

Canopy by Hilton  /  Studio Park  

The Canopy by Hilton hotel  and Studio Park will be located adjacently to one 

another, both hosting amenities found nowhere else in the state. Canopy is a 

proposed 164-room hotel focusing on the uniquely local culture in its designs 

and features. One of which is a rooftop bar serving local brewed beer 

overlooking Park Place. Park Place is a $140 million project including a 9-screen 

theater, 250 living units, and 40,000 square feet of retail and office space. 

24-Story DeVos Place hotel 

A proposed $97 million 400-room hotel  addition to DeVos Place convention center. 

The addition would solve the downtown’s need for another convention hotel, while 

also utilizing the under-used section of the area. The project would mean the City of 

Grand Rapids and Kent County would own a hotel.  

Warner Building  

The $55-million Warner Building will encompass 291,549 

square feet and include a seven-story parking deck with 

400 parking spaces. The development will feature 

a Hyatt Place hotel, restaurant, shops and Chemical 

Bank’s main West Michigan office. The tower will also be 

occupied by Grand Rapids-based law firm Warner 

Norcross + Judd. The first tenants are expected to move 

in in late 2019.  

Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park Expansion 

Groundbreaking for the $115 million expansion project 

took place this past October at the Meijer Gardens. This 

expansion will continue over the next four years, adding 

more room for guests to move about safely, host more 

events, and create additional space that is LEED-

certified and architecturally significant.  This is one of the 

state’s leading tourist attractions, and new 

developments hope to grow those numbers.  

GVSU Health Building—Raleigh J. Finkelstein Hall  

Grand Valley State University expects to begin 

construction in June, to be finished in May 2020, on a new 

$70 million health building downtown to provide space to 

meet the growing demand of students seeking careers in 

health professions.  



Grand Valley State University 

Source: VisitGrandHaven, Grand Valley State University, 

GVSU About, West Michigan tri-county economic impact 

report, Forbes, U.S. News & World Report, Princeton 

Review, Grand Rapids Business Journal, Lanthorn 

Introduction 
Established in 1960, Grand Valley State University has aided in paving the success of the West Michigan economy. The April 2017 tri-country annual economic impact 

report stated that Grand Valley State University has an economic impact estimated at $816 million.  This 2017/2018 academic year brought continuously high 

attendance for GVSU with 25,049 students, setting Grand Valley as the 5th largest university per attendance in Michigan. For the 21st year in a row, Grand Valley has 

been named one of America's 100 Best College Buys by Institutional Research and Evaluation, Inc., as well as being ranked “Best Regional University in the 

Midwest” [U.S. News & World Report], “One of America’s Top Colleges” [Forbes], and “One of the Best Business Schools in the Nation” [Princeton Review]. 

 Seven Campuses 

     Allendale Campus    Medical Mile    Robert C. Pew Grand Rapids Campus   Meijer Campus   Muskegon Campus   Detroit Center    Traverse City Center 

Allendale, Michigan, is home to Grand Valley's main campus, situated on 1,322 acres and located 12 miles west of Grand Rapids. Academic facilities on the Allendale 

campus include: 122 classrooms, 144 research laboratories, 20 lab prep rooms, 21 computer labs, and the recently built $65 Million dollar Mary Idema Pew Library 

Learning and Information Commons (2013). Medical Mile Campus in Grand Rapids currently includes several GVSU facilities, namely the Cook-DeVos Center for 

Health Sciences and the currently under construction $37.5 million dollar Raleigh J. Finkelstein Hall (set to finish May 2018). Robert C. Pew Grand Rapids Campus is 

home to the recently built $42 million dollar Seidman College of Business (2014), John C. Kennedy Hall of Engineering, the L. V. Eberhard Center, Bicycle Factory, and 

DeVos Center. The Meijer Campus (Holland), Muskegon Campus, Detroit Campus, and Traverse City Campus all house classrooms with hybrid classes and programs 

to spread the reach and availability that Grand Valley State has to its students. 

Accolades 

• Grand Valley’s Seidman College of Business’ part -time M.B.A. program is the highest ranked M.B.A. program in West Michigan. In the state, it is only outranked by University of Michigan.  

— U.S. News & World Report, 2015 

• Grand Valley ranked 21st  in the nation in the Best Master's University category. In the Community Service Participation subcateg ory, GVSU ranked first in the nation for the third year in a row.  

— Washington Monthly , 2015, Grand Valley News Release  

• Grand Valley's master’s program in medical and bioinformatics received 19th out  of the top 25 universities in the nation that offer health care informatics degrees.   

— MBA Healthcare Management, 2014, Grand Valley News Release 

Total Endowment: $118.2 Million 

    Annual Budget: $350 Million 

       Aid Awarded: $282 Million 

http://www.usnews.com/education


  Academia 

Grand Valley State is home to 124 fields of undergraduate and graduate degree-seeking programs, 37 of these being master or doctoral degrees. 

   

Athletics    
15 straight years earning first or second in the Directors' Cup , an award given to the  best overall athletic department in NCAA Division II.  Grand Valley State is home to 

20 varsity sports (11 women's, 9 men's), 20 intramural sports, and 20 NCAA Division II National Championships. Grand Valley State University’s most recent athletic 

achievement comes from the Fall 2016 football season, when they became the 

most winningest program in all of college football (regardless of division) with a 

win percentage of .7321 (377-137-3). 

    

Student Housing  
Grand Valley State has multiple options for student housing accommodations in 

Allendale, as well as Grand Rapids. Pew Campus in Grand Rapids consists of 

Secchia Hall and Winter Hall and is reserved for upper-level undergraduate/ 

graduate students, with all meal plans separate from housing costs. All 

freshman housing options in Allendale include a 14+ meal plan and are listed 

per person per semester. On-Campus apartments are spread out amongst the 

Allendale campus and also do not include meal plans. 

  

 Construction Projects 
Due to high demand in attendance at Grand Valley State, the campuses and 

their assets have continued to grow alongside the West-Michigan economy.  

              Below is a list and details of ongoing or planned future projects on 

campus: 

         Raleigh J. Finkelstein Hall- 
Due to the growth of Grand Valley State’s health science programs last fall (2016), the university needed to lease 11,000 square feet of office space in two buildings 

downtown at a cost of nearly $300,000 to address space constraints. In order to address these space constraints, the new 84,000 square foot health science center will 

provide classrooms, laboratories and office space to support the College of Health Professions and the Kirkhof College of Nursing (planned completion in May 2018). 

             Student Services Addition- 
Grand Valley’s Student Services building has not expanded since 1995, when incoming freshman classes were below 2,000. Nowadays, with the over 4,000 student 

freshman classes, a larger building for prospective students and their parents is necessary. This 5,500 square foot addition on the southwest side of the building features a 

larger meeting room, a reception lobby with interactive displays, a pre-function area, and two breakout meeting rooms for private meetings. Construction on this project 

began in September of 2017 and are due to be completed by February 2018.  

Grand Valley State University 



NAI Wisinski of West Michigan recognizes the challenges facing real estate owners, 

asset managers, lenders and receivers, and we understand the intricacies that must 

be dealt with for each transaction. NAI Wisinski is the local market expert for NAI 

Global, the world’s largest managed network of independently-owned commercial 

real estate firms, and can offer you the service and interoffice communications 

necessary to help you with the disposition or acquisition of your multifamily 

properties.  

NAI Wisinski offers hands on experience in brokerage, development, ownership, 

condo conversions, property management, and finance. We understand the owner’s 

perspective and that there are many factors involved in making a prudent investment 

decision. Our team and relationship-based approach allows us to offer a broader 

and more long-term continuum of services throughout the acquisition, operations, 

and disposition processes. Through affiliate relationships, we can offer property 

management services on both conventional and tax credit properties. NAI Wisinski 

can act as liaison to that relationship. 

While we offer a wide range of services, our disposition platform is singularly 
focused on helping you obtain the highest price possible for your property, 
as fast as possible.  This requires creating maximum market exposure to the 

largest and most qualified group of investors.  The key is to create competition for 

your asset.  We accomplish this using our extensive database of buyers, multiple 

marketing platforms, cutting edge technology and active phone prospecting. 

To receive future market 

reports or to obtain a free 

Broker Opinion of Value, 

please email your request 

to scottn@naiwwm.com  

Scott has a strong background in business 

and holds an MBA in Finance. Scott’s major 

responsibilities include analyzing financial 

statements and developing pro-formas in 

order to establish market value. He is also 

responsible for developing and 

implementing a strategic, customized 

marketing plan for each property and 

managing the team’s database of research 

data, market information, and active buyers 

and sellers. Scott has an exceptional grasp 

of national and local industry trends.  

Craig brings over 35 years of experience in 

real estate to the team. His background 

covers ownership, development, 

brokerage, and asset management. Craig’s 

responsibilities primarily involve working 

with buyers and sellers to consummate a 

transaction. He interacts with both parties 

and their representatives through all 

aspects of a sale up to and through the 

closing. His hands on experience is a 

valuable asset to the Multifamily Team and 
 

www.michiganaptsblog.com 
Facebook.com/scottnurski 

Facebook.com/craigblack 

@ScottNurski 

@CraigBlackCCIM 

Scott-Nurski 

Craig-Black 
naiwwmmultifamilyteam 

http://www.michiganaptsblog.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/NAI-Wisinski-of-West-Michigan/262524208613
https://twitter.com/NAIWWM

